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Agriculture needs Youth

National Association of Youth in Agriculture (NAYA)

 

INTRODUCTION

 

The National Association of Youth in Agriculture (NAYA) is hosting its first annual Secondary School Elocution/Public-Speaking Contest on Thursday, 25th November 2004. This contest will be held during the Youth in Agriculture week as part of the first year celebrations of NAYA. 

 

 

OBJECTIVE

 

The main objective of this contest is to afford students the opportunity to exercise their public speaking skills in the English Language and also emphasize areas of interest and concern within the agriculture industry.

 

 

CONTESTANTS

 

Each school is required to select one contestant, a male or a female, to participate in this contest with all contestants competing in the same categories. There is no age limit for participants. 

 

NATURE OF CONTEST

 

The contest consists of two categories: prepared speech and impromptu speech.  Each contestant is required to speak for six minutes on one of the following topics and also present an impromptu speech for three minutes on a topic to be chosen on the day of the contest, after the first round of competition.

 

Genetic Modified Organisms, World Trade Organization, Caribbean Single Market and Economy effects Dominica’s Agriculture, Conventional versus Organic Agriculture and Agriculture and/or Tourism
 

ENQUIRIES

 

Please contact the President or General Secretary of NAYA or any member of its Executive Committee at telephone numbers 445 5250 or 448 2401 ext 3411/2.

 

PRELIMARY GUIDELINES FOR THE ELOCUTION CONTEST

 

Marks for prepared speech and impromptu speech will be awarded based on the following criteria:

 

1.     CONTENT (30 MARKS) 
 

Contestants are required to deliver at least four relevant points for prepared speech and two points for impromptu speech.  Each of the points must be elaborated and substantiated with concrete examples.  Terms should be appropriately defined.

 

 

2.     LANGUAGE (20 MARKS) 
 

Contestants are required to deliver their speech in reasonably accurate grammar, pronunciation or articulation, and vocabulary.  Errors in basic grammatical rules will be penalized.  Contestants should avoid the use of any other languages to get their points across.  They should speak vividly and use appropriate expressions. Creole expressions will be accepted as long as it is used within the proper context.  

 

 

3.     PRESENTATION (40 MARKS)

 

This includes delivery, manner, and body language.  The speech should be delivered fluently, i.e., at a suitable tempo, volume, expressiveness and tone.  Reading directly from the text is not allowed but contestants may refer to their notes once in a while.  They should be polite, well mannered and respectful of people’s sentiments and sensitivities.  They should appear confident and positive.  Marks will also be awarded for the general appearance, stance and posture, gestures, eye contact, and facial expression of each contestant.

 

4.     SYSTEM (10 MARKS) 
 

The speech should show good organization and a sense of systematic development of the topic from the introduction until the conclusion.  The points should be well linked together and presented within the time stipulated. 

 

 

OTHER DETAILS

1.     All participants should be properly attired in their respected school uniforms.

2.     Punctuality should be strictly observed.

3.     The judges’ decision is final and no complaints will be entertained hereafter.

Topics for prepared speech: 

1. Conventional vs. Organic Agriculture 

Preamble

Organic agriculture is being introduced as an alternative production and marketing system instead of the traditional conventional methods of agriculture in Dominica. 

Organic agriculture is a sustainable, holistic agriculture system, which focuses on environmental protection eliminating the use of chemicals and encouraging the use of natural inputs in agricultural production.

Question

Do you believe that Dominica is positioned to transit from conventional to organic agriculture and will that change in the farming system from conventional to organic be beneficial and why?

2. Agriculture and Tourism

Preamble
Tourism is becoming a major contributor to the Dominican economy while the contribution of agriculture to GDP has declined in recent years. Dominica is promoted as the nature island of the Caribbean creating a special niche market for the island as an eco tourism destination. There is concern however over the raising levels of food imports and our ability become more self-sustainable. Some people believe that we should allocate more budgetary resources to the tourism sector and give less attention to the agricultural sector.

Question

Do you believe that more emphasis should be given to tourism by allocating more budgetary resources to it over agriculture and why?
3. GMO’s (Genetically Modified Organisms)

Preamble
There is an increasing presence of GMO’s in agriculture today. Many seed manufactures and agro-chemical companies invest significant amount of financial resources into research and development of these products. There is a growing concern about the use and marketing of GMO’s in agriculture. Some people are of the opinion that GMO’s present an ethical challenge in agricultural production while others think otherwise.

Question

Do you think that GMO’s represent an unethical agricultural technological advancement or not and why? 

4. WTO Agreement on Agriculture

Preamble
The World Trade Organization established a special program on agriculture aimed at reforming agricultural trade. The program targets technical barriers to trade (TBT’s) (Product standard) Quantitative restrictions, (licenses) tariffs (custom duties) and agricultural production export subsidies. It also addresses issues such as sanitary and phyto-sanitary measures.

Question

Dominica is a member of the WTO and despite our present economic situation we must comply with these agreements. In your assessment of these agreements specifically the agreement on agriculture do you believe that small island states are disadvantaged by these trade agreements and why?

5. The Caribbean Single Market and Economy (CSME)

Preamble
The idea of the (CSME) has been discussed for decades as one of the alternatives to the regions economic problems. Presently Caribbean governments are being hastened to bring this idea into reality to facilitate the free movement of goods, services, and human resource. As an agricultural country the CSME presents a wider open market as well as increased competition in the trade of agricultural produce.

 Question

Is Dominica’s agricultural sector positioned to take advantage of the opportunities available with the opening of the CSME or not and why?

Contact:

C/o Division of Agriculture

Botanical Gardens,

Roseau.

Phone: (767) 448 2401 ext 3411(2) / 614 2733

Email: naya_da@hotmail.com
Fax: (767) 448 8632

[image: image2.png]_1917754537

_1917754640

